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composition. However, it also appears that economic factors affect black and white adolescents in different ways and affect blacks more strongly. The data also suggest that adolescents may be differentially affected by different levels of neighborhood poverty: very poor neighborhoods differ both economically and socially from other neighborhoods, and these differences are likely to affect adolescent behavior.
Some youth do prosper in such disadvantaged settings, "superkids" who were sheltered from the influence of street life by parents and community institutions or were able to establish important relationships with other neighborhood adults (Williams and Kornblum, 1985). But in far too many cases, adolescents are overwhelmed by the worst aspects of their neighborhood settings.
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